
 

 

Messiah Lutheran Church Apologetics Lesson One 

 

What is Apologetics? 
 

1. Historic Systematic Theology included: 
a. Dogmatics – what we believe, teach and confess  
b. Polemics – what we don’t believe and why we don’t believe it  
c. Apologetics – why we believe what we believe – defending the truth.  

Categories: Natural, Christian, Lutheran 
 

2. What is Apologetics?  
a. From the Greek word “apologia” -a term used to describe the defense of one accused 

in a court of law. The task of the Christian apologist is to defend the truth of 
Christianity against the unbelief and arguments of skeptics, scoffers, and doubters 
by citing evidence. The trained apologist uses his knowledge of history and 
archaeology, his reason and common sense to make a case for Christianity. He gives 
answer to the objections, the misconceptions, and irrational conclusions of the 
skeptic. He challenges the scoffer with sound argumentation. 

b. Examples:  
The First Apology of Justin Martyr: (150-155) Purpose to demonstrate to the Roman 
emperors the importance of Christianity. 
The Apology of the Augsburg Confession: written by Philipp Melanchthon as a 
response to Rome’s Confutation of the Augsburg Confession. It was intended to be 
a defense of the Augsburg Confession and a response to Rome. 
Simon Greenleaf, The Testimony of the Evangelists Examined by the Rules of Evidence 
Administered in Courts of Justice (legal apologetics).  

 
3. The Biblical Basis for Apologetics:  

a. 1 Peter 3:15: “Be ready to give an answer.”  
b. The example of Jesus: Luke 7:18-23 – “Tell John what you see and hear.”  
c. The example of the Apostles:  

Stephen: Acts 6:9-10 – opponents could not argue against his wisdom.  
Paul: Acts 17:22ff – Mar’s Hill dialogue; “Different strokes for different folks”  
Acts 26:2 – Defense before Agrippa; the events “did not happen in a corner.”  

 
4. Faith founded on Facts:  

a. Luke 1:1-4, 2:1-2, 3:1-2: The writers intended to write an historic, eyewitness 
account. 

b. 1 Corinthians 15:3-8: Paul’s defense of the Resurrection of Jesus.  
c. 2 Peter 1:16 – Not “cleverly invented stories!”  

  
5. Apologetics Controversy:  

a. I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ my Lord or come to 
Him but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel.  “Christian theology is the ability 



 

 

to exhibit, or preach, the Gospel, but not to prove it true by human arguments of 
reason or philosophy. As the Christian theologian proclaims the truth, he wins souls 
for Christ, but not as he endeavors to prove true the mysteries of the faith by 
principles of human reason. This is also the meaning of the axiom: ‘The best apology 
of the Christian religion is its proclamation.’ Let the Gospel be made known, and it 
will of itself prove its divine character. Christian apologetics has therefore only one 
function; it is to show the unreasonableness of unbelief. Never can it demonstrate 
the truth with ‘enticing words of man's wisdom.’" (J.Theodore Mueller, Christian 
Dogmatics, [St. Louis: Concordia, 1934), p. 71.)  

b. Conversion is the result of the power of the Gospel creating faith.  Informed human 
reason is a pre-requisite for faith!  Faith occurs in a context.  

c. Reasonable arguments where reason is active – the natural and the spiritual  
Do you have to understand the language?  
Do you have to believe there is a God and know who Jesus is?  
Is Jesus Christ a person of history or similar to Santa Claus – a nice legend?  
Postmodernism: A different age -demonstrate that we have the best product!  
To remove obstacles… 

 
 


